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Certified Animal Welfare Approved by AGW (AWA) and Certified Grassfed by AGW  

Standards Amendment Proposals June 2020 
 
Proposed changes to 2020 standards are listed below. Please send any comments you have on the 
proposed revisions to julie@agreenerworld.org no later than July 22, 2020.  
 
AWA Standards 
 

1. Add Note to 1.0.3 (All Species) 
 
Current: 
 
1.0.3 The Animal Welfare Approved Standards must be met for all the animals or birds of the species 
for which approval is sought. Farmers must not use “split” or “dual” systems, in which some animals 
or birds of one species are simultaneously kept in systems that do as well as systems that do not 
meet Animal Welfare Approved Standards.  
Note: A farm is not required to seek approval for all the species they manage simultaneously. 
 
Proposed Note: 
 
Note:  A farm is not required to seek approval for all the species they manage simultaneously. Farms 
who do not meet the standard on dual production are invited to contact AGW to discuss a possible 
derogation for a conversion period to come into full compliance. 

 
2. Remove 14.0.2 (All Species except Poultry) 

 
Current:  
 
14.0.2 Young stock, feeder or store stock must be sold direct to the farm where they will be raised. 
 
Proposed: 
 
14.0.2 Not Allocated 
 
Note: AGW is considering removal of this standard as we have other standards that cover the issue 
(6.1.5, 14.0.5, 14.0.1, 14.0.6) so it is therefore redundant. 
 

3. Add Note to 2.2.5 (Poultry only) 
 
Current:  
 
2.2.5 When averaged over their entire lives, the rate of growth of meat chickens allowed to grow 
naturally on an optimum ration must not exceed 0.088 lbs (40 g) per day. 
 
Proposed Note: 
 
Note:  The rate of growth for a breed type must be measured as if the bird was allowed to grow on 
an optimum ration that ensures the welfare of the bird is maintained. AGW looks at information 
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from the breeding company or hatchery that supplies the bird and not individual on farm information 
to determine compliance with standard.   
 
 

4. Amend standard 8.1.1 to be consistent with other species standards (Goats/Sheep/Dairy 
Goats/Dairy Sheep only). Remove “Housing When Does/Ewes have Kids/Lambs at Side” 
requirements for Indoor Bedded Lying Area and Additional Loafing Area. Animal welfare 
not affected. 

 
Current:  
 

Housing when does/ewes have 

kids/lambs at side 
Indoor space – sq. feet Indoor space – sq. meters 

Doe/ewe with one kid/lamb 22 sq. feet 2.0 sq. meters 

Any additional kid/lamb 4 sq. feet 0.4 sq. meters 

 

Housing when does/ewes have 

kids/lambs at side 

Loafing area – sq. feet Loafing area – sq. meters 

Doe/ewe with one kid/lamb 33 sq. feet 3.0 sq. meters 

Any additional kid/lamb 5.4 sq. feet 0.5 sq. meters 

 
Proposed: 
 
Remove above requirements 
 

5. Add standard 4.6.9 and 4.6.10 to cover weaning for artificially raised calves (Beef Cattle 
and Bison standards only)  

 
Current: 
 
4.6.9-4.6.10 Not Allocated 
 
Proposed: 
 

4.6.9 Recommended artificially reared calves should not be weaned from milk before they 
are 12 weeks of age. 
 
4.6.10 Artificially reared calves must not be weaned from milk before they are six weeks of 
age. 
 

 
6. Amend Note to 4.6.12 (Beef cattle and Bison only) 

 
Current: 
 

4.6.11 Weaning beef/bison calves at less than six months of age is prohibited (see 4.6.16). 
 

 4.6.12 The average weaning age of beef/bison calves in the herd must be eight months. 
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Note: Farms that do not meet this standard but which have a protocol to assess and manage 
individual cows and calves with the time of weaning based on weight and calf condition rather than 
age should contact the Animal Welfare Approved office for further advice.  
 
Proposed: 
 
Note: Farms that do not meet this standard but which have a protocol to assess and manage 
individual cows and calves based on body condition scoring with the time of weaning based on 
weight and cow/calf condition rather than age should contact AGW for further advice. 

7. Permit freeze branding of cattle (Beef cattle and Bison only) 
 
Current: 
 
4.9.1.3 Ear tagging and tattooing are permitted methods of identification. 
 
4.9.5 Hot branding and freeze branding are prohibited. 
 
Note: Flank or rump branding may be carried out when required by state law or by financial 
institutions, breed societies or when there is a risk of theft or unintentional mixing with other herds. If 
both hot iron and freeze branding are permitted, freeze branding must be used when practical. 
Please contact the Animal Welfare Approved office to discuss any requirement to brand.  
 
Proposed:  
4.9.1.3 Ear tagging, tattooing and freeze branding are permitted methods of identification. 
  
4.9.5 Hot branding is prohibited. 
 
Note: Flank or rump branding may be carried out when required by state law or by financial 
institutions, breed societies or when there is a risk of theft or unintentional mixing with other herds. If 
both hot iron and freeze branding are permitted, freeze branding must be used when practical. 
Please contact AGW to discuss any requirement to brand.  
 
 
 
Certified Grassfed by AGW Standards 
 

1. Amend list of Grassfed acceptable forage/roughage supplements (Certified Grassfed by 
AGW Information on Supplements) 

 
Current:  
 
Acceptable forage/roughage supplements  
 
If the farmer is using any feeds that are not listed below, but which they believe meet the definition 
of forage/roughage, they must provide information on the analysis of the feed for AGW 
consideration.   
 
 Alfalfa pellets or cubes 
 Almond hulls or almond hull pellets or cubes 
 Corn cobs 
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 Cottonseed hulls or cottonseed hull pellets or cubes 
 Cotton gin trash 
 Forage cubes Grass cubes or pellets 
 Oat hulls or oat hull pellets or cubes 
 Peanut hulls or peanut hull pellets or cubes 
 Rice hulls or rice hull pellets or cubes 
 Soybean hulls or soybean hull pellets or cubes 
 
Feeds that have been reviewed and found to be unacceptable for use on Certified Grassfed farms 
include:  
Beet pulp 
Citrus pulp  
Cottonseed meal  
Fresh fruit* (e.g. apples) 
 
Proposed:  
 
Acceptable forage/roughage supplements  
 
If the farmer is using any feeds that are not listed below, but which they believe meet the definition 
of forage/roughage, they must provide information on the analysis of the feed for AGW 
consideration.   
 
Alfalfa pellets or cubes 
Forage cubes Grass cubes or pellets 
 
Feeds that have been reviewed and found to be unacceptable for use on Certified Grassfed farms 
include:  
Beet pulp 
Citrus pulp  
Cottonseed meal  
Fresh fruit* (e.g. apples) 
Almond hulls or almond hull pellets or cubes 
Corn cobs 
Cottonseed hulls or cottonseed hull pellets or cubes 
Cotton gin trash 
Oat hulls or oat hull pellets or cubes 
Peanut hulls or peanut hull pellets or cubes 
Rice hulls or rice hull pellets or cubes 
Soybean hulls or soybean hull pellets or cubes 
 

2. Remove “each cut” forage testing requirements for Grassfed dairy cattle  
 

Current: 
 
G17.3.3 Grassfed cow dairies must carry out forage testing for each cut of hay, haylage, silage or 
baleage whether this is home produced or bought in. 
 
Proposed: 
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G17.3.3 Grassfed cow dairies must carry out forage testing of hay, haylage, silage or baleage 
whether this is home produced or bought-in. 
 

3. New standards and section  
 
[Note: This standard was put forward for public comment in March 2019. The language below 
has been modified with a Note at the end as a result of feedback received during the public 
comment period.] 

 
17.5 Land Management 

 
17.5.1 Certified farms must not clear primary or old growth secondary forests for conversion to 
agricultural land. 

 
Note:  Primary forest are forests of native tree species, where there are no clearly visible indications 
of human activities and the ecological processes are not significantly disturbed.  An example of 
primary forest would be South American rainforest.  Old growth forests are those that have been in 
existence for at least 120 years without experiencing major disturbance from fires, wind storms or 
logging. 

 
17.5.2 Any land that has been converted from primary or old growth secondary forest in the last 15 
years must not be used for certified production. 

 
Note: This standard applies whether the certified farmer or a current or previous land 
owner/manager cleared the land in the last 15 years. The definition of “used for certified production”  
means that certified animals cannot graze this land and forage that will be offered to certified 
animals cannot be grown on this land. 
 
Note: Exception will be granted where it can be demonstrated that clear cutting is a recognized 
sustainable practice. 
 


